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should be paid; and the whole of this sum Giovanni himself
gave Pope John on being released came, broken down and
destitute, to Florence, and was given an asylum there by
Giovanni, who, when the deposed Pope died in the following
year, erected to his memory the beautiful monument which is
to be seen in the Baptistery ~2

In 1419 we find Giovanni at his own cost erecting and
endowing an important charitable institution which remains
to the present day, the Foundling Hospital of Florence, the
"Ospedale degli Innocenti." And in cariymg out this chari-
table work he also managed to help forward the cause of Art.
Brunelleschi had by this time returned to Florence, having
in the intervening years carried out his determination to
learn another branch of art in which Ghiberti should not be
able to rival him; but he had not yet obtained any oppor-
tunity of displaying his powers. Giovanni gave him this
opportunity by entrusting the construction of his new hos-
pital to him. Though afterwards eclipsed by his other achieve-
ments, the Foundling Hospital remains notable as being the
great architect's first prominent work.

In 1421 Giovanni received the highest mark of esteem
which his country could confer. In spite of the opposition
of the nobles, who urged that it was unsafe to allow one so
wealthy and so popular to hold that office, he was, without
any seeking for it on his part, elected Gonfaloniere.

In 1422 Florence entered on a four years' war with Milan,
whose Duke, Filippo Maria Visconti, the cowaidly and
treacherous son of Gian Galeazzo, was threatening to absorb
all northern Italy. Giovanni di Bicci was against this war,
feeling that Florence was not strong enough for it, and could
not afford the cost. And in it Florence suffered no less than
six serious defeats within a space of about two years. Never-
theless she gained in the end the object for which she fought;
after four years of war Venice joined her against Milan, with
the eventual result that the designs of the Duke of Milan
were frustrated, and he was forced to conclude a peace the